SHOWS INCLUDED
IN YOUR SEASON TICKET
SOLARIS

23 OCTOBER – 9 NOVEMBER 2019

BARBER SHOP
CHRONICLES

23 JANUARY – 15 FEBRUARY 2020

PRIDE AND
PREJUDICE*

(*SORT OF)

12 SEPTEMBER – 5 OCTOBER 2019
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh
and Malthouse Theatre, Melbourne present

23 JANUARY – 15 FEBRUARY 2020
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh,
Tron Theatre Company and Blood of the Young present

SOLARIS

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

A new play by David Greig
Adapted from Stanisław Lem’s novel
Directed by Matthew Lutton
It was Malthouse Theatre’s Matthew Lutton who pressed Solaris,
Stanisław Lem’s 1960s novel, into my hands with a plan that I
should adapt it for the stage for him to direct. I had hazy memories
of Tarkovsky’s cult film version and the George Clooney noughties
remake, but as soon as I started reading I was hooked on this story
of a spaceship of scientists who make contact with a planet which
starts to manifest ghosts from the recesses of their subconscious.
You’ll remember from his production of Picnic at Hanging Rock
how brilliant Matthew is at playing with genre and translating
the power of film into the visceral experience of the theatre, and
this production will be no different, creating an evocative spacescape in a stylish 1960s mode. For me, although the story has all
the pleasures of a science fiction caper, at its heart are haunting
questions about how we make contact with an alien other, or indeed
with anyone, and whether we can ever revisit the past or reanimate
the love we lost there.

28 FEBRUARY – 21 MARCH 2020

MRS PUNTILA
AND HER MAN
MATTI

3 – 25 APRIL 2020

BAREFOOT IN
THE PARK

15 MAY – 6 JUNE 2020

LIFE IS A
DREAM

*

( SORT OF)
*

By Isobel McArthur after Jane Austen
Directed by Paul Brotherston
A co-production with Birmingham Repertory Theatre, Bristol
Old Vic, Northern Stage, Nuffield Southampton Theatres and
Oxford Playhouse
I have a confession to make, I’ve never really warmed to Jane
Austen, sacrilegious I know but it meant I didn’t anticipate loving
Blood of the Young’s take on her most famous novel as much
as I did – I was bowled over. It’s testimony to Isobel McArthur’s
brilliant script and Paul Brotherston’s visionary direction that I
(an Austen refusenik), my daughter (an Austen agnostic), and the
older couple sitting next to us (Austen fanatics) were all on our
feet giving a standing ovation by the end of the show.
In this adaptation, six young women from below stairs retell this
most cherished of romantic comedies with a sharp wit, remaining
amazingly faithful, while bringing a youthful irreverence and
vitality to the famous story. In short it’s impossible not to fall in
love with. I’m delighted that we’ve been able to remount this gem
on a bigger stage with an enlarged cast and bring its dazzling
charm to a bigger audience and take it on tour.

As well as our Season productions, there
are plenty of other events to enjoy on The
Lyceum stage this year. As a Season Ticket
Holder, discounts are available to you for
each of these additional shows.

3 – 25 APRIL 2020
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh
and Pitlochry Festival Theatre present

9 – 12 OCTOBER 2019
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh
and James Ley present

BAREFOOT IN THE PARK

LOVE SONG TO LAVENDER MENACE

By Neil Simon
Directed by Elizabeth Newman
When Pitlochry Festival Theatre’s new Artistic Director Elizabeth
Newman suggested Barefoot in the Park to me as a co-production,
she said she wanted the audience’s jaws to ache from grinning so
much, which sometimes is the best reason to go to the theatre,
especially in the current climate.
Set in 1960s Greenwich Village, Neil Simon’s irresistible comedy
explores what happens when you come home from honeymoon and
have to work out who you are as a couple. As well as the central
lovebirds - played so memorably in the film by Jane Fonda and
Robert Redford - there’s the brilliant comic character of the bride’s
mother who seems somehow very familiar to me... Expect laughter,
joy, wisecracking and people hanging from Manhattan apartment
window ledges from this tonic of a show.

By James Ley
Directed by Ros Philips
If you were lucky enough to see James Ley’s hugely charismatic
show in our studio in 2017 or as part of the Fringe last year you’ll
know what a treat it is. Set in 1982 on the eve of the closure
of Edinburgh’s first Lesbian, Gay and Feminist bookshop,
booksellers Lewis and Glen look back at its origins, its
importance to queer culture and how things have changed both
for better and worse. All underscored by a pulsing disco beat and
a will-they-won’t-they frisson. I’m thrilled that we’re bringing
this Edinburgh story which speaks to communities across the
world to our main stage.
The Scotsman

“Hilarious, heartfelt and provocative”

Season Ticket Holders save £2 per ticket

“Unfettered joy from start to finish” The Herald

Pride and Prejudice* (*sort of) is brought to The Lyceum
stage through the generous financial support of Principal
Supporter Stephen W Dunn.

23 OCTOBER – 9 NOVEMBER 2019
Fuel, National Theatre of Great Britain
and Leeds Playhouse present

28 FEBRUARY – 21 MARCH 2020
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh and Citizens Theatre
in association with DOT Theatre, Istanbul present

BARBER SHOP CHRONICLES

MRS PUNTILA
AND HER MAN MATTI

By Inua Ellams
Directed by Bijan Sheibani
I think Inua Ellams is one of today’s most exciting voices in
poetry and theatre, a feeling only heightened when I saw this
smash hit originally staged at the National Theatre in London.
For black men around the world the barber shop is a community
hub where they can air their dreams, hopes, ambitions and fears
as the clippers buzz. In this piece Inua has woven a patchwork
of barber shop banter from around the globe and welcomes you
into this world with warmth, music, humour and politics - with a
large and a small p. Having grown up in Nigeria I’ve been keen to
welcome a Nigerian/British story to The Lyceum stage and Inua
brings this rich duality to the fore with Barber Shop Chronicles.
“Such an ambitious piece and so
life-affirmingly realised. Go.” The Independent

Supported by the National Lottery through Creative Scotland
Production supported by Brenda Rennie.
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12 SEPTEMBER – 5 OCTOBER 2019

Additional shows
in 2019/20

By Bertolt Brecht, adapted by Denise Mina
Directed by Murat Daltaban
Starring Elaine C. Smith
This classic master and servant comedy tells the story of Mrs Puntila,
a landowner who’s a ruthless and avaricious capitalist overlord when
sober, but a generous and kind benefactor when in her cups. Her
shrewd chauffeur Matti spends his time extricating her from drunken
mishaps while wooing her wayward daughter Eva, a match which will
only be possible if Mrs Puntila can get over the class divide. Think
(Karl) Marx crossed with (Groucho) Marx.
I couldn’t be more excited about the team we have behind this
production. Celebrated Scottish crime writer Denise Mina will adapt
this most entertaining of Brecht’s plays, while DOT Theatre’s Murat
Daltaban, returns to direct after his barn-storming production of
Rhinoceros. Starring as Mrs Puntila is one of my favourite Scottish
actors, Elaine C. Smith, perhaps best known for her comic brilliance,
she’s also an accomplished musical performer and an actress of great
depth. This promises to be a part in which all those facets can shine.

25 – 28 MARCH 2020
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh and Karine Polwart present

WIND RESISTANCE
By Karine Polwart
Directed by Wils Wilson
Dramaturgy by David Greig and Liam Hurley
First produced for the 2016 Edinburgh International Festival,
Karine Polwart’s exquisite piece of gig theatre has become a
favourite with audiences all over the UK, winning plaudits, awards
and inspiring a record shortlisted for the Scottish Album of the
Year. Having made the leap from studio space to main stage in
2017 we welcome it back by popular demand to enchant yet more
audiences and satisfy established fans with its beguiling mixture
of story and song, geese and football, maternity and landscape.
“Remarkable and beautiful” The Scotsman
Wind Resistance was originally presented in association with Edinburgh
International Festival, supported through the Scottish Government’s Edinburgh
Festivals Expo Fund.

Season Ticket Holders save £2 per ticket

1 – 2 MAY 2020
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh
and Lung Ha Theatre Company present

CASTLE LENNOX
By Linda McLean
Directed by Maria Oller
Every fortnight from the age of 10 until 20 playwright Linda McLean
(Glory on Earth) would visit her uncle at Lennox Castle, a rambling
old hospital which became home to hundreds of learning disabled
children in an age where psychiatric facilities where run more like
prisons. Inspired by this experience Linda has written a play filled
with music about the strength, wit and resilience of the inmates
who despite being incarcerated, have formed a community with
once-a-month discos as well as straight-jackets and enforced
medication. We meet them just as this outmoded institution is
being closed down and they must face a life outside the walls which
have been both a prison and a sanctuary. I am so pleased that Lung
Ha will tell this story on our stage, a company whose work is never
less than brilliant, thoughtful and touching.
Season Ticket Holders save £2 per ticket

15 MAY – 6 JUNE 2020
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh presents

LIFE IS A DREAM
By Pedro Calderón, translated by Jo Clifford
Directed by Wils Wilson

28 NOVEMBER 2019 – 4 JANUARY 2020
Royal Lyceum Theatre Edinburgh presents

Calderón’s classic of the Spanish Golden Age is the favourite play of
celebrated Scottish playwright Jo Clifford. Her lucid adaptation was
a smash hit here at The Lyceum in the 1997 Edinburgh International
Festival. I’m delighted that we’re going to have it back in all its riotous
and fantastical glory. It tells the tale of Prince Sigismund, imprisoned
by his father when it is prophesied he will become a tyrant. When he
is released for a day as an experiment he proves the omens only too
right. As a result, he is incarcerated once more and convinced by his
jailors that his day of freedom was all a dream.

A pleasing footnote in Edinburgh’s folklore is that when Charles
Dickens was visiting the city on a reading tour, a stroll through
an Edinburgh graveyard brought him to the tombstone of one
Ebenezer Scroggie and the rest, as they say, is history. Beloved
Lyceum alumni Tony Cownie couldn’t resist the idea of combining
the resulting story, A Christmas Carol, with the tale of another
Edinburgh graveyard resident, Greyfrairs Bobby, and thus
An Edinburgh’s Christmas Carol was born. This joyous festive
production will include all you know and love from the original
novel, from ghosts, to snow, to stovepipe hats, with a unique
Edinburgh twist. Plus we’ll be recruiting a Christmas choir of
Edinburghers to bring songs to this well-loved story about how
our lives expand when we let others in. The perfect tale for an
Edinburgh Christmas.

For me it is genuinely funny, really moving and has all the depth of
a Shakespeare play with this compelling thought experiment at its
heart: since none of us know whether tomorrow we will wake up as a
prisoner or a prince why not live life as if it were a dream. Wils Wilson
will direct bringing the spirit of fiesta and feria to this intoxicating tale.
“I’ve rarely come across a play that so brilliantly combines
profound ideas, neat plotting and blazing dramatic passion.”
The Telegraph

Written and Directed by Tony Cownie
Based on the novel by Charles Dickens

Season Ticket Holders save up to £7* per ticket
*Saving based on full priced ticket on a peak performance
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SEASON TICKET HOLDER PERFORMANCE DIARY

TIME

BARBER SHOP
CHRONICLES

MRS PUNTILA
AND HER MAN
MATTI

BAREFOOT
IN THE PARK

LIFE IS
A DREAM

CODE A

Tue

7.30pm

17 Sep

29 Oct

28 Jan

3 Mar

7 Apr

19 May

CODE H

Wed

2.00pm

18 Sep

30 Oct

29 Jan

4 Mar

8 Apr

20 May

CODE B

Wed

7.30pm

18 Sep

30 Oct

29 Jan

4 Mar

8 Apr

20 May

CODE C

Thu

7.30pm

19 Sep

31 Oct

30 Jan

5 Mar

9 Apr

21 May

CODE D

Fri

7.30pm

20 Sep

25 Oct

31 Jan

6 Mar

10 Apr

22 May

(*SORT OF)

DAY

PRIDE &
PREJUDICE*

CODE

SOLARIS

Evenings: 7.30pm | Matinees: 2pm

Sat

2.00pm

21 Sep

26 Oct

25 Jan

7 Mar

11 Apr

23 May

CODE F

Sat

7.30pm

21 Sep

26 Oct

25 Jan

7 Mar

11 Apr

23 May

CODE G

Tue

7.30pm

24 Sep

5 Nov

4 Feb

10 Mar

14 Apr

26 May

CODE Q

Wed

2.00pm

25 Sep

6 Nov

5 Feb

11 Mar

15 Apr

27 May

CODE J

Wed

7.30pm

25 Sep

5 Feb

11 Mar

15 Apr

27 May

CODE K

Thu

7.30pm

26 Sep

7 Nov

6 Feb

12 Mar

16 Apr

28 May

CODE L

Fri

7.30pm

27 Sep

1 Nov

7 Feb

13 Mar

17 Apr

29 May

CODE M

Sat

2.00pm

28 Sep

2 Nov

1 Feb

14 Mar

18 Apr

30 May

CODE N

Sat

7.30pm

28 Sep

2 Nov

1 Feb

14 Mar

18 Apr

30 May

POST-SHOW
TALK

PATRON
NIGHT

6 Nov

Please note that with the exception Barber Shop Chronicles (marked on the grid above) the BSL performance will now take place in
third week of each show’s run. Season Ticket Holders can exchange their chosen code to book these performances.

Audio Described
performances for
visually impaired
people

Touch Tours for
visually impaired
people

BSL Interpreted
performances for
Deaf people

Captioned
performances
for hard of hearing
people

Your support will bring great theatre to a
greater audience.
In the last 12 months, the Royal Lyceum Theatre
Edinburgh has delivered amazing moments in Scottish
Theatre. Your support ensured they inspired and
thrilled audiences, as well as allowing The Lyceum to
engage with young people throughout the city.
YOU HELPED
• 31 young people attend our Youth Theatre
Programme on full bursaries
• 7004 school children come to see
Wendy and Peter Pan
• 28 children attending Special Educational Needs
schools to attend workshops, develop plays and
perform to an audience, experiencing the joy
of creativity
• 353 children in the most deprived areas of Edinburgh
engage in theatre and develop their skills.
YOU CREATED
• Local Hero, a brand new ‘marvelous musical’
[Financial Times]
• New music, breathing new life into Twelfth Night
• A Christmas production of Wendy and Peter Pan
which was ‘a blast of fairy dust’ [The Guardian]
• The World Premiere of Touching the Void, now on its
way to the West End
• A brand new adaptation of The Duchess of Malfi.
YOUR SUPPORT CAN BRING GREAT THEATRE
TO A GREATER AUDIENCE
A gift of £30 could provide transport for up to 10
children from schools in deprived areas to come and
see An Edinburgh Christmas Carol
A gift of £50 could provide workshop materials to a
school for children with special educational needs
A gift of £250 could deliver an entire
education workshop
Please give by simply adding your chosen amount onto
your Season Ticket renewal form. Please remember –
any donation will help.

HELLO AND WELCOME TO

BECOME A PATRON
OF THE LYCEUM
Patrons of The Lyceum are a family
of theatre lovers...
They are invited to regular receptions, with the
opportunity to meet cast and creative teams. Other
events are planned year round, and can include
backstage tours, exclusive social opportunities and
the chance to talk with the Artistic Director.
Most of all, Lyceum Patrons are committed to
creativity, allowing David Greig to programme great
theatre, take risks and put The Lyceum at the heart of
the national and international theatre industry.
Annual memberships range from £120 to £5,000, and
can be paid in monthly instalments.
Become a Lyceum patron today, and help shape the
future of The Lyceum.

For more information – and to read about the
benefits of membership – go to
lyceum.org.uk/patrons or contact us on
0131 248 4811 or development@lyceum.org.uk

ADDITIONAL SEASON TICKET
HOLDER BENEFITS
As a Lyceum Season Ticket Holder you will receive
discounts and beneﬁts in addition to your savings on
show tickets!
These include discounts on:
•
•
•
•

Lyceum programmes and ice creams
Refreshments at The Lyceum bars
Dining at Zucca, Gooseneck Café and Dine
Additional shows this season

Ticket transfer / exchange is FREE for Season
Ticket Holders – simply contact Box Ofﬁce to change
performance dates for your visit.

THANK YOU

SEASON TICKET PRICING
COST FOR 6
SHOWS

SEASON
TICKET

SAVING

% SAVING

EVENING

£198*

£156

£42*

21%

MATINEE

£174*

£135

£39*

22%

UNDER 26

£198*

£54

£144*

73%

For more information visit our
website or contact our box ofﬁce:

ONLINE
lyceum.org.uk

TWITTER
@lyceumtheatre

FACEBOOK
/lyceumtheatre

INSTAGRAM
/lyceumedinburgh

In this time of division reaching out and
connecting with others is more vital than
ever. This season all our shows speak to what
divides and what unites us – how each of us
become ‘we’. The season brings new voices
and perspectives to our stage, whether they
be from the barber shops of Nigeria, the
invisible below-stairs world of a Jane Austen
novel, or behind the walls of an infamous
psychiatric hospital. We ask who are we and
what can bring us together - it could be love,
books, music, faith or ideas. Exploring these
questions we can promise you, our theatrical
community of Season Ticket Holders, a year
full of pleasure and joy, wee delights and
big questions, a shared experience in a
fractured landscape.

David Greig
Artistic Director

lyceum.org.uk
0131 248 4848
Design MadeBy.DO
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T

here’s a moment in Solaris, our
opening show of the season, when
an alien consciousness who has taken
human form ruminates on the strange
beauty of skin. This carapace which
separates us from the rest of the world,
but also allows us to experience touch.

ROYAL LYCEUM THEATRE
30b Grindlay Street
Edinburgh, EH3 9AX

Prices subject to change

*Prices and savings based on premium seats

YOUR LYCEUM SEASON
FOR 2019/20
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CODE E

ACCESSIBLE
PERFORMANCES

BE OUR HERO

Royal Lyceum Theatre Company Ltd is a Registered Company
No. SC062065 Scottish Charity Registered No. SC010509
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