
 
 

Brian Cox announced as Honorary Patron of The Royal Lyceum Theatre Company 

 

The Lyceum Theatre Company announced today that internationally renowned Scottish actor Brian 

Cox, CBE has agreed to become its Honorary Patron in support of its future development and 

cementing his long history with the company. 

 

Brian Cox’s links with The Lyceum go back to 1965 when he joined the theatre’s first acting company 

after completing his training at The London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA). He went 

on to play leading roles at the Royal Shakespeare Company and National Theatre, amongst others. 

The Dundee-born actor has retained a strong affection for the Lyceum and has returned to its stage, 

most recently playing the lead role in Uncle Varick in 2003. 

 

Cox has a successful and prolific career on both stage and screen. Some of his most famous film 

appearances include Rob Roy, Braveheart, The Ring, X2, Troy, Adaptation and The Bourne 

Supremacy. He was  the first actor to portray Hannibal Lector on film in Manhunter. He has appeared 

in numerous successful TV series, winning an Emmy Award and nominated for a Golden Globe 

Award for his portrayal of Hermann Göring in the television mini-series Nuremberg in 2001. 

 

Brian Cox says: 

 “As one of Scotland’s largest producing companies, The Lyceum enriches lives and our culture. I feel 

passionately about engaging people with the performing arts, and will do all that I can to support the 

vital role The Lyceum plays in developing the talent of Scotland.  We owe it to generations past, 

present and future to continue the great work that The Lyceum has been doing since 1883, and 

playing any part in supporting the development of the Company seems incredibly worthwhile.” 

 

Mark Thomson, Artistic Director of The Lyceum says: 

“I can't think of anyone I would rather be our founding patron than Brian Cox, he was the first person 

I thought of. As we approach the company's 50th anniversary we have someone who helped launch it 

and who has shown his belief in the company by returning several times, most recently playing the 

title role in Uncle Varick, John Byrne's adaptation of Chekhov's Uncle Vania. This despite a 

demanding career on international stages, radio, television and Hollywood.  Most of all I know how 

seriously Brian takes his commitments, so evident in his work as patron of Scottish National  

 



 
 

Youth Theatre and as Rector of Dundee University.  I'm delighted to have such a talented artist and 

man of integrity dedicating his time in support of The Lyceum.” 

 

As Honorary Patron, Brian will spearhead individual philanthropy for The Lyceum which aims to 

establish a network of Patrons who recognise the value of The Lyceum's work and will support the 

aims of the Company by providing vital funds for talent development, producing and staging new 

work, and community outreach and participation through the Lyceum Creative Learning 

programmes. 
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Brian Cox is also a patron for Scottish Youth Theatre,"THE SPACE",  a training facility for actors and 

dancers in his native Dundee, and an "ambassador" for the Screen Academy Scotland.In 2010, he 

was elected as the twelfth Rector of the University of Dundee and he holds an honorary 

doctorate from Napier University in Edinburgh. Brian was also the 10th Grand Marshal of the 2012 

New York City Tartan Day Parade. 

The Royal Lyceum Theatre Company, or the Lyceum as it is fondly known, is one of Scotland’s 

leading producing drama companies.  Established in 1965 it has gained a reputation for excellence in 

both classical and contemporary work.  It is committed to developing the country’s considerable 

indigenous talents while presenting the best of international drama to the public.  The Lyceum aims 

to reach a wide audience, whatever their age or experience of theatre going, and to enable them to 

access the richly imaginative world of drama. The Lyceum Theatre Company has worked with co-

producers across the country including The Bush, London, the Citizens Theatre, Glasgow, National 

Theatre of Scotland, Belgrade Theatre, Coventry, Nottingham Playhouse, Horsecross Arts, Vanishing 

Point Theatre Company, Stellar Quines, Dundee Rep Theatre and VoxMotus. 

The Royal Lyceum Theatre Company is a registered charity, Scottish Charity Number SC010509 

which gives us full charitable status in the UK. Our mission is to increase public understanding and 

enjoyment of the performing arts, raising funds through sponsorship, donation and legacies to 

support a wide range of educational and artistic programmes.  

For details of ways to support our work, contact Lyceum Development on 0131 248 4800 or at 

development@lyceum.org.uk 

 

For further information please contact Michelle Mangan, Press Officer on 0131 248 4822 or email: 

mmangan@lyceum.org.uk 


