
Thank you again for joining us last season as 
we glanced through the prism of theatre at 
some of the big issues of our time; from the 

re-emergence of debates around immigration 
to the consequences of war, the legacy of 
colonialism, the power of women and the rise of 
boorish totalitarianism.

I don’t know about you, but as the news seems to get 
ever darker I am increasingly in the mood for theatre 
that not only reflects the world around us but also 
provides a big dollop respite - epic, timeless tales of 
the human spirit that can bring us cheer, excite us and 
fortify us. I have put together a season of plays for 
next year with that aspiration in mind - some really big 
stories to bolster the spirits.

So big are they, that we can only fit five of them into 
the season – allowing space for a major new musical 
– the first we have produced in a while. I hope you will 
agree that what we have lost in quantity we have more 
than made up for in scale and aspiration, and we have 
of course ensured that your percentage saved as a 
Season Ticket Holder is even better than last year. 

As a Season Ticket Holder you will also be entitled to 
savings for our Christmas show – Wendy and Peter Pan, 
which is now open for bookings. We also hope there 
will be a few more events in store to be announced 
throughout the year, as a Season Ticket Holder you 
will be the first to hear.

David Greig
Artistic Director

14 SEPTEMBER - 6 OCTOBER 2018

TWELFTH NIGHT
By William Shakespeare 
Directed by Wils Wilson
A co-production with Bristol Old Vic 
Production supported by The Lyceum Patrons

For the theatre folk of Shakespeare’s time, Twelfth Night was 
the biggest festive party of the year. This spirit of bacchanalia, 
a world turn upside down, boundaries crossed and norms 
transgressed  is what drew Wils Wilson and I to this much-loved 
play. Wils has followed this spirit to a setting suggestive of 1960s 
psychedelia - a never-ending bohemian country house party in 
which love and grief collide and frivolity is edged with cruelty 
in a heady cocktail. As genders blur suppressed emotions 
are aroused in a quartet of lovers – Viola, Orsino, Olivia and 
Sebastian – while Malvolio, marooned in a previous repressed 
generation, is transformed into a Technicolor version of himself 
via a dupe orchestrated by lord of misrule, Sir Toby Belch. 

Shakespeare uses lyrics and music as an engine for these 
shenanigans and so we’re delighted to be working on the 
production with Welsh Music Prize winner, Meiylr Jones, whose 
bold and beautiful compositions intertwine early music with 
contemporary tones.
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SHOWS INCLUDED  
IN YOUR SEASON TICKET

12 OCTOBER – 3 NOVEMBER 2018

CYRANO DE BERGERAC
By Edmond Rostand 
Translated by Edwin Morgan 
Directed by Dominic Hill
A co-production with National Theatre of Scotland  
and Citizens Theatre
Savinien de Cyrano de Bergerac was a real 17th century 
French novelist, soldier, playwright, and duellist – and possibly 
the inventor of science fiction – in other words an absolutely 
irresistible character! 250 years after his death, another French 
playwright, Edmond Rostand, created a classic verse play in 
his name, introducing the romance of Roxanne as the central 
theme. It was an instant and international hit and so gripping a 
story that since its first performance in 1897, it has never left 
the public consciousness.

For some Derek Jacobi’s 1983 televised RSC version introduced 
them to the story, for others it was Gerard Depardieu’s epic, 
Oscar-winning film or Steve Martin’s comedy – Roxanne. For 
me it was Communicado Theatre Company’s performance of a 
translation by the great scots poet Edwin Morgan at the 1992 
Edinburgh International Festival that stole my heart. It is a 
simply brilliant retelling – action-packed, clear, moving and 
funny, it sweeps you along with its verve and panache.

When I arrived at The Lyceum three years ago, I was delighted 
to find that it was already on the theatre’s wish list, but I am 
even more delighted that now Scotland’s three major theatre 
companies are coming together to bring this unforgettable  
tale back to The Lyceum stage in style with large company of 
actor musicians.

24 JANUARY – 16 FEBRUARY 2019

TOUCHING THE VOID
By David Greig, based on Joe Simpson’s memoir
Directed by Tom Morris 
A co-production with Bristol Old Vic, Royal & Derngate, 
Northampton & Fuel
When I was growing up I would plunder my Dad’s archive of  
The Boy’s Own Paper to read about derring-do and the first ascent 
of Everest. This instilled in me an obsession with mountain 
adventures which was only exacerbated when, in 1988, I read Joe 
Simpson’s harrowing account of his and Simon Yates’ nearly fatal 
climb of Siula Grande in the Peruvian Andes. This was no bluff 
Boy’s Own adventure, instead Joe’s gripping prose sets out an 
electrifying moral conundrum about what makes life worthwhile 
and how you can crawl back to it after looking death squarely in 
the face. 

It’s these questions I’m exploring as I write the stage adaptation 
and I’m pleased to have visionary director Tom Morris on the other 
end of the rope as we figure out how to put mountains on stage, 
convey the experience of extreme peril and try to explain the dark 
charisma of mountaineering.

29 NOVEMBER 2018 – 5 JANUARY 2019

WENDY AND PETER PAN
By Ella Hickson based on the novel by J M Barrie
Directed by Eleanor Rhode
At the heart of it, Peter Pan is about children playing at being 
adults and in doing so they refigure the world with their own 
imaginations. Ella Hickson’s adaptation tells this classic story of 
lost boys, pirates and magic through the eyes of Wendy. Wendy 
and Peter Pan is the always compelling story of the boy who 
never grows up and how a young girl takes his hand and flies 
into his world which is so much richer, vivid and more exciting 
than her own earth-bound existence – a place for an awfully  
big adventure.

Ella and I are delighted to have Eleanor Rhodes on board, 
she’s a director who always brings a thrilling dose of theatrical 
invention to every production. Like me she’s excited by sword 
fights, pirates sliding around the stage, fairy dust, and the kind 
of rambunctious thrills that come out of the toy box that inspired 
J M Barrie’s novel. Let me invite you all to come out to play in 
Neverland this Christmas.

Season Ticket Holders save up to £7* per ticket 
*Saving based on full priced ticket on a gold performance

CHRISTMAS 2018
As well as our Season productions, our annual  
festive family show has a special discount for  
Season Ticket Holders

23 MARCH – 20 APRIL 2019

LOCAL HERO
Book by Bill Forsyth and David Greig
Music and lyrics by Mark Knopfler
Based on the screenplay of the original film,  
written and directed by Bill Forsyth
A co-production with The Old Vic 
Principle sponsor: The Famous Grouse 
Supported by Culture & Business Fund Scotland
I grew up with Bill Forsyth films and for me Local Hero, Gregory’s 
Girl and That Sinking Feeling were a sort of trilogy that reflected 
the Scotland that I understood and wanted to be a part of. His films 
seemed like a world that I wanted to inhabit, they were comedic, 
romantic, wry and warm, with touches of magic and myth. But they 
were never overtly sentimental in the way so many other portrayals 
of Scotland can be. Local Hero represented a ‘Scottishness’ that I 
think a lot of us could identify with in the 1980s, and here it was being 
beamed into cinemas around the world. I loved it. I can’t even count 
the number of times I’ve watched it.

When I was asked to write the book for a new musical version 
there was a flutter of giddy adolescent excitement in my stomach. 
When I was then told that I’d be doing it with Bill Forsyth and that 
Mark Knopfler was to write new music and songs, I was practically 
bouncing off the ceiling. I cannot wait to share this show with you, 
we’ve had to keep it secret for such a long time. We’re going to give 
you love, laughs, music and a handful of 10ps for the phone box. Just 
pop them in when you hear the pips.

This production is generously supported by The National Lottery through Creative 
Scotland and presented by special arrangement with Neal Street Productions and 
Patrick Daly of Caledonia Productions

17 MAY – 8 JUNE 2019 

THE DUCHESS [OF MALFI]

A new version by Zinnie Harris  
of the play by John Webster 
Directed by Zinnie Harris
Webster’s The Duchess of Malfi is perhaps the most thrilling and 
chilling of the revenge tragedies – an exploration of male rage 
and female resistance as two bothers try and control their sister 
and repress her agency with fatal results. It was these themes 
of patriarchy versus female empowerment which convinced 
Zinnie Harris that the play is ripe for an adaptation which chimes 
with our contemporary concerns surrounding #MeToo and the 
abuse of male power. 

When she brought this proposal to me I was immediately 
enthused by the idea of Webster’s dark tale of bloody treachery, 
fuelled and retooled by Zinnie’s insight, vivid imagery and 
dazzling prose which have been so heralded in her great work 
This Restless House. I’m delighted to say that she’ll be directing 
the show too, a welcome return after her Critics’ Awards for 
Theatre in Scotland winning production of A Number here at The 
Lyceum in last year.
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SEASON TICKET HOLDER PERFORMANCE DIARY
Evenings: 7.30pm | Matinees: 2pm

SUPPORT US WITH A 
DONATION THIS SEASON 
Season 18/19 at The Lyceum is one of the 
most exciting we have ever planned. From 
unique presentations of classics, to new 
adaptations of iconic work, we are proud to 
be producing the very best theatre for you. 
Making work of this calibre is expensive. Our ticket 
prices are heavily subsidised to be as inclusive as 
possible; unfortunately this means that income 
from ticket sales alone do not cover the full costs of 
producing theatre. 

Donations are vital to ensuring that we can continue 
to produce creative and ambitious seasons of work 
for all the people of Edinburgh. We are now calling 
on your generosity to help us cover these costs in our 
forthcoming Season. 

A donation of £30 from each of our nearly 3000 
Season Ticket Holders would cover the costs of set, 
props and costumes for Local Hero.

Please give what you can. Any donation will keep 
The Lyceum’s future vibrant and will be deeply 
appreciated. Donate by simply adding it on to your 
Season Ticket renewal form.

BEING A PATRON  
MAKES A DIFFERENCE 
Joining The Lyceum’s Patron programme is a 
wonderful way to support us, and to become an 
integral part of The Lyceum family. Lyceum Patrons 
are invited to special events, including dedicated 
Patron Nights, special trips and opportunities to meet 
with the Artistic Director, cast and creative teams. 

This year, we are proud to announce that the Patron’s 
programme is supporting Twelfth Night. 

To shape the future of The Lyceum and theatre in 
Scotland, please become a Lyceum Patron. Your 
contribution makes our work possible.

For more information go online: 
lyceum.org.uk/support or contact us on  
0131 248 4831 | development@lyceum.org.uk

SEASON TICKET PRICING

*Saving based on premium seats on a Saturday matinee

COST FOR 5 
SHOWS

SEASON 
TICKET SAVING % SAVING

EVENING £177.50* £135.00 £42.50* 24%

MATINEE £157.00* £116.00 £41.00* 26%

UNDER 26 £177.50* £50.00 £127.50* 72%

ACCESSIBLE  
PERFORMANCES

Audio Described 
performances for  
visually impaired people

Touch Tours for  
visually impaired people

BSL Interpreted 
performances for  
Deaf people

Captioned performances  
for hard of hearing people
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CODE A Tue 7.30pm  18 Sep 16 Oct 29 Jan 26 Mar 21 May

CODE H Wed 2.00pm  19 Sep 17 Oct 30 Jan  27 Mar 22 May 

CODE B Wed 7.30pm  19 Sep 17 Oct 30 Jan  27 Mar  22 May

CODE C Thu 7.30pm  20 Sep 18 Oct 31 Jan  28 Mar 23 May 

CODE D Fri 7.30pm  21 Sep 19 Oct 1 Feb  29 Mar 24 May 

CODE E Sat 2.00pm  22 Sep 20 Oct 2 Feb  30 Mar  25 May

CODE F Sat 7.30pm  22 Sep 20 Oct 2 Feb  30 Mar 25 May 

CODE G Tue 7.30pm 25 Sep 23 Oct 5 Feb  2 Apr  28 May

CODE Q Wed 2.00pm  26 Sep 24 Oct 6 Feb  3 Apr  29 May

CODE J Wed 7.30pm 26 Sep 24 Oct 6 Feb  3 Apr  29 May

CODE K Thu 7.30pm 27 Sep 25 Oct 7 Feb  4 Apr  30 May

CODE L Fri 7.30pm  28 Sep 26 Oct 8 Feb 5 Apr  31 May

CODE M Sat 2.00pm 29 Sep 27 Oct 9 Feb 6 Apr  1 June

CODE N Sat 7.30pm  29 Sep 27 Oct 9 Feb 6 Apr 1 June 

POST-SHOW 
TALK

PATRON 
NIGHT

Royal Lyceum Theatre Company Ltd is a Registered Company 
No. SC062065 Scottish Charity Registered No. SC010509

ADDITIONAL SEASON TICKET 
HOLDER BENEFITS
As a Lyceum Season Ticket Holder you will 
receive discounts and benefits in addition to 
your savings on show tickets!

These include discounts on:

• Lyceum programmes and ice creams
• Refreshments at The Lyceum bars
• Dining at Dine, Zucca and  

Mademoiselle Macaron 
• Christmas 2018 – Wendy and Peter Pan

With more benefits still to be confirmed, you will 
receive full details of all available discounts with 
your Season 2018/19 tickets.

Ticket transfer / exchange is FREE for Season 
Ticket Holders – simply contact box office to 
change performance dates for your visit.

For more information visit our 
website or contact our box office: 

lyceum.org.uk 
0131 248 4848

ONLINE 
lyceum.org.uk

TWITTER 
@lyceumtheatre

INSTAGRAM 
/lyceumedinburgh

FACEBOOK 
/lyceumtheatre

2018/19
SEASON GUIDE

SEASON TICKET HOLDER SAVINGS FOR

29 NOVEMBER 2018 – 5 JANUARY 2019

WENDY AND PETER PAN
By Ella Hickson based  
on the novel by J M Barrie
Directed by Eleanor Rhode

PLUS  
OTHER EVENTS 

STILL TO BE 
ANNOUNCED
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