
LYCEUM 2014/15 Season Press Release 

 

The Lyceum announces it’s 2014/15 season with a delicious blend of new works and contemporary 

and modern classics including 2 world premieres. 

From a Scottish autumn through to a European spring the season brings both riotous comedies 

and big, emotional society plays alongside new writing and new versions of well loved plays. 

 

Mark Thomson, Artistic Director of The Lyceum comments on the season ahead: 

 

“This season draws together the warp and weft of the classical and the contemporary; of Scottish 

and International writers; of challenge and celebration; and of society and the individual.  

The season grew out of a period in time where we’re all being asked to define ourselves and also 

decide what kind of society we want to live in. From Brecht’s Grusha to Ibsen’s Hedda, from young 

males in thrall to the machismo of contemporary  gangster culture to women under bondage to men 

and the land; at the centre of this season are a set of very different human beings all trying to find a 

way to live with freedom and responsibility and good heart. Their stories offer us hope and 

challenge:  a heroic, tragic, hilarious questioning of what society is and how we live within it. Stories 

to alert us to the opportunity to change the world and help us on our way.” 

 

A brand new Scottish play and world premiere opens our season with Kill Johnny Glendenning by DC 

Jackson who has recently written for Channel 4’s Fresh Meat, and whose plays include My Romantic 

History (Scotsman Fringe First Award 2010),The Wall, The Ducky and The Chooky Brae.  

 

A brutal comedy of fatal errors, Kill Johnny Glendenning is a murderous comedy of the Glasgow 

underworld taking aim at the tabloid celebrity and macho glamour of the gangster life. 

 

Andrew MacPherson has many legitimate business interests: a security firm, taxis, a couple of 

Renfrewshire bus routes, several pubs and even a secret shareholding in Rangers. Johnny “the 

bastard” Glendenning is the self styled Tony Blair of Ulster loyalist gunmen. In a farmhouse far out in 

the wilds of Ayrshire they are on a collision course that only one of them can survive. Stuck in 

between them are a farmer, his mother, two thugs, a sleazy tabloid hack and some pigs with a taste 

for human flesh. 

 

This is DC Jackson’s second commission for The Lyceum, following his acclaimed adaptation of 

Beaumarchais’ The Marriage of Figaro.  

  

Playwright DC Jackson says: 

“I am beyond delighted to be back working at The Lyceum, premiering my new play Kill Johnny 

Glendenning.  Presenting my version of Marriage of Figaro at The Lyceum in 2012 was one the best 

experiences of my professional life and I have dreamed of getting more of my work on that big stage, 

in that magnificent theatre, ever since.  It’s thrilling to be working with Mark Thomson once more, 

one of my favourite directors and people.  It is undoubtedly somewhat terrifying not to have the 

stabilizers of a Beaumarchais original to keep me upright this time but I hope The Lyceum audiences 

enjoy my new play - a bloody revenge tale set amongst the grimy cesspit of west coast organized 

crime.   

Talking of the grimy cesspit of the west coast - it’s also pretty exciting for me to be presenting the 

show as a coproduction with Glasgow’s Citizens’ Theatre where I spent three very happy years 

working as the Press Officer.   



I just hope the post-referendum dystopian hellscape hasn’t begun in earnest by the time we open – 

I’m optimistic the show is going to be a great night out but I’m not sure if it can compete with the 

thrill of looting / the imperative to protect one's property from looters.” 

The show will be directed by Lyceum Artistic Director Mark Thomson and is another co-production 

with the Citizens Theatre where it will head for a Glasgow run in October. 

 

Our second play is the powerful modern classic Bondagers by Sue Glover directed by Lu Kemp. 

This great Scottish story set during famine ridden 1850s rural Scotland has the stories of six women 

at its heart. 

Lu recently directed These Eyes Are The Windows (Artangel), The Day I Swapped My Dad for Two 

Goldfish (National Theatre of Scotland) and Arabian Nights (Tricycle Theatre). She is currently 

directing the Govan section of the Tin Forest for the National Theatre of Scotland Culture 2014, and 

will be directing Don Quixote for Oran Mor, and Kid 0 for Scottish Opera this summer.  

Our Christmas show this year is David Wood’s adaptation of Roald Dahl’s classic book The BFG – 

created by the team which brought you A Christmas Carol. This production sees the return of 

director Andrew Panton at the helm alongside designer Becky Minto.  

The Big Friendly Giant captures dreams and keeps them in bottles for children to enjoy whilst they 

sleep. He is unlike other giants. For a start, he doesn't like to eat people!   

The BFG and his new best friend - little orphan Sophie – set out to save the children from the child-

eating giants, Bloodbottler, Fleshlumpeater, Bonecruncher, Meatdripper, Childchewer, and 

Gizzardgulper. The BFG and Sophie will be assisted by the Queen and the Heads of the Army and 

Airforce... and their helicopters. 

Director Andrew Panton says :  

 

"I'm really pleased to be returning to The Lyceum again this Christmas to direct The BFG. Roald Dahl 

was so much part of my childhood and like so many of us who are lucky enough to come across his 

work, the stories stay with us into adulthood. What a thrill to have the opportunity to bring The BFG 

to life and hopefully engage another generation with his work" 

 

To bring us into 2015 our Associate Artist John Dove returns with Faith Healer by Brian Friel. 

Irish born Friel is considered to be one of the greatest living English-language dramatists. The story 

of faith healer Francis ‘Frank’ Hardy as told through the shifting memories of Hardy, his wife, Grace, 

and manager, Teddy including the events surrounding one night when he cures 10 people in a Welsh 

village. John Dove has previously directed Friel’s play Living Quarters for The Lyceum. 

 

The second play of the season to be directed by Lyceum Artistic Director is the classic  

The Caucasian Chalk Circle by Bertolt Brecht. One of the finest examples of Brecht’s epic theatre 

this parable about a peasant girl who rescues a baby and becomes a better mother than its wealthy 

natural parents asks the question : how do we define belonging and ownership? 

 

Director Mark Thomson says:  

 

“The Caucasian Chalk Circle is an energetic, joyful political parable that takes you on the truly epic 

journey of a young woman and a baby thrown together by political upheaval.  It is Brecht’s most 

theatrically inventive and human piece I think, with an astonishing ending” 



Our penultimate play of the season will be Hedda Gabler by Henrik Ibsen directed by new Lyceum 

Associate Artist Amanda Gaughan. This is the story of an extraordinary, brilliant woman who fights 

against the odds in Ibsen’s masterpiece. 

 

Director Amanda Gaughan says: 

 

“I am thrilled to be directing Hedda Gabler as my first show as an Associate Artist with The Lyceum. 

Hedda is considered to be one of the greatest female roles in theatre as she attempts to exert control 

and influence in a male dominated world which ultimately leads to the destruction of everyone and 

everything around her. Ibsen’s work continues to stand the test of the time as he strived to ‘depict 

human beings, human emotions, and human destinies, upon groundwork of certain of the social 

conditions and principles of the present day’ (Ibsen letter).Richard Eyre’s brilliant adaptation is true 

to both Ibsen’s intentions whilst creating a fully imaginative and relevant discourse for our 

contemporary audience.” 

 

We end the season with comedy and with our second world premiere : Carlo Goldoni's comic 

masterpiece The Venetian Twins in a new version by Lyceum Associate Artist Tony Cownie who is 

also directing the show. After writing The Servant of Two Masters (recently a West End hit in a new 

version as One Man Two Guv’nors) Goldoni  penned The Two Venetian Twins in 1747 which sees him 

at his most inventive and funny. With brilliant comic character actors and a great celebration of their 

skills this will be a riot of a comedy. 

 

Writer and director Tony Cownie says: 

 

“I am really looking forward to bringing my brand new adaptation of Goldoni's masterful, irreverent 

and hilarious tale of mistaken identity to The Lyceum. Expect to be tickled pink in the company of 

some of the finest comic talent Scotland has to offer. “ 

 

ENDS> 

 

Lyceum 2014/15 Season Dates - all dates correct at time of going to press 

 

Kill Johnny Glendenning  

By DC Jackson 

Directed by Lyceum Artistic Director Mark Thomson 

World premiere Lyceum commission co-produced with The Citizen’s Theatre Glasgow 

Dates: 17 September– 11 October 2014 

 

Press Night: Sat 20 September, 7.30pm 

 

Bondagers  

By Sue Glover 

Directed by Lu Kemp 

Dates: 22 October – 15 November 2014 

 

Press Night: Sat 25 October 7.30pm 

 

The BFG  

By Roald Dahl, adapted by David Wood 

Directed by Andrew Panton 

Dates: 28 November 2014 – 3 January 2015 



 

Press Night: Wed 3 December 7pm 

 

Faith Healer 

By Brian Friel 

Directed by Lyceum Associate Artist John Dove  

Dates: 14 January – 7 February 2015 

 

Press Night: Sat 17 January 7.30pm   

 

The Caucasian Chalk Circle  

By Bertolt Brecht 

Directed by Lyceum Artistic Director Mark Thomson 

Dates: 18 February – 14 March 2015 

 

Press Night: Sat 21 February 7.30pm 

 

Hedda Gabler  

By Henrik Ibsen in a version by Richard Eyre  

Directed by Lyceum Associate Artist Amanda Gaughan  

Dates: 20 March – 11 April 2015 

 

Press Night: Sat 24 March 7.30pm  

 

The Venetian Twins  

By Carlo Goldoni, in a new version by Tony Cownie 

Directed by Lyceum Associate Artist Tony Cownie 

Dates: 24 April – 16 May 2015 

 

Press Night: Tuesday 28
th

 April 7.30pm 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

Tickets 

Season tickets go on sale in June 

All tickets go on sale end of July 

 

Box Office 0131 248 4848 

Groups 10+ 0131 248 4949 

Online www.lyceum.org.uk 

 

Every production in the 2014/15 Season will have at least one audio-described, captioned and BSL 

interpreted performance. Dates TBC. 

 

The Royal Lyceum Theatre Company is one of Scotland’s leading producing theatre 

companies. It has a reputation for excellence in its presentation of bold, eclectic 

programmes celebrating classical and contemporary work. Its commitment to developing 

new talent alongside its pursuit of the finest artists enables it to bring dynamic and high 

quality drama to the stage. The Lyceum enjoys creative partnerships led by passion for the 

work and has co-produced with many of the best theatre companies in the UK. The Lyceum 

engages with a wide audience and has one of the liveliest youth theatres in Scotland. 



The Lyceum is funded by Creative Scotland and The City of Edinburgh Council. 

 

The Lyceum would also like to gratefully acknowledge the support and commitment of our  

corporate Supporters and Partners, Trusts and Foundations, and Individual Donors. 

 

 

Press Office 

 

Please contact Michelle Mangan on 0131 248 4822 or mmangan@lyceum.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


